Just an update on my doings, coming and
goings.

| was privileged the other day to sit with a
Christian teacher in a state school as she
shared a vision God gave her for her school.
In her vision she described a flood of God’s
love and grace like a mighty surge washing
through the school. As | listened, my mind
recalled the image of the river flowing from
the temple in Ezekiel 47, first ankle, then
knee, then waist deep and eventually too
deep and overwhelming to stand in. The
river is a symbol of God’s love and kindness
providing life to everything it comes in con-
tact with. It's a lovely image and beautiful
vision of God at work. We have just started
working with this school to see God open
the floodgates. Pray with us for this vision to
become a reality.

Kids at Beaufort Family Mission

As | mentioned in my last letter, | went

to Torquay. It was a great experience
and a pretty brave team. | say brave,
because most were raging introverts.
Imagine introvert people stepping up

and commencing evangelistic conver-
sations. That takes real grit, and |

was really proud of them. But God also
used team members in SO many ways.
One of the things we set out to do was
share the 'Good News’ (literally!) We had
the opportunity to share with people that
God loves them and wants to be their
friend. But the responses were really
something. From 'thanks’ to 'l needed to
hear that’ to sharing how they experience
that friendship etc. It caused me to think
deeply about how much people long to
hear good news. Often Christians seem to
talk about anything but the good news.
Church, morals, campaigns, judgements.
But the Good News is so powerful.. and it
catches people by surprise... a lovely sur-
prise.

At SU, we've just caught our breath after
the Summer season and have now set
ourselves for an excellent schools year.

The missions and camps season was the
largest for many years with new missions
and camps. | attended the yr 7 camp run
by Kylie Hunter and her team. It was an
earthy bunch of kids and the team did a
great job. | also dropped in on Marjory
Rapson’s team in a Family camp. | was
really excited with what | saw at the Beau-
fort Family Mission. This mission featured
a large number of children on the team
and they did a super job. They were natu-
ral evangelists. Getting any new mission
off the ground is a real challenge, and Mi-
chael Wilson and Vivianne Brown did a
great job.

2008 is shaping up a major year of devel-

#$

March
Team Retreat
Team leaders
meeting
Easter
April
Council Retreat
May

Staff reviews

There is much to praise
God for.

A great missions
season

A great team

A real sense of
God’s presence
God’s continuing
provision

Please pray for

The Camps New
Directions
development
The schools team
as they
consolidate gains
made and initiate
new work

For SU’s finances
into the future.




opment for camps as we set in
place a plan to set up the Lake
Camp site as a year round
camping venue and bring the
Lake and Farm Camps together
again. If this process succeeds
it will see us needing to appoint
more staff.

The schools team have set
some adventurous goals for this
year. It seems that the time is
right for real growth in this vital
area of ministry. The team is
sensing the Holy Spirit’s leading,
and stepping out with renewed
confidence in what God has set
before us.

So it seems as if God has placed us in the river. The water is
rising and we are conscious of God’s unfailing kindness.
Please pray for us as we set out this year in obedience to him.

At home

Deb continues to serve with the Salvos and is pretty settled.
Whilst Nick no longer lives with us, we attended his birthday
party recently and he is well and growing tall. He's a

beaut kid and we continue to be interested in his growth
and maturing.

| have just taken on our church Kid’'s Ministry with Deb.
Lovin' it! It's been a long time since | did Sunday
School, but I'm not too rusty. Working with children per-
sonally is really a delight.

Thanks

| want to express again my thanks for your prayers and
support. | am conscious of the encouragement. Please
know that | am deeply grateful.

Until next time
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